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SUBJECT: MEETING OF MOTHERS' COMMITTEE WITH IAHRC 

SUMMARY. TWO MEMBERS OF MOTHERS' COMMITTEE (A GROUP OF REL- 
ATIVES OF PERSONS ALLEGEDLY DETAINED BY GOES) SAID THE COMMITTEE 
HAD BEEN ABLE TO PRESENT ITS CASE TO THE INTER- AMERICAN 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION WITHOUT DIFFICULTY. THEY CLAIMED THAT 
THE GOESHAD MOVED DETAINEES (ESTIMATED BY THE MOTHERS' COMMIT- 
TEE TO TOTAL 90 PERSONS) TO OTHER LOCATIONS DURING IAHRC VISIT 
SO THAT COMMISSION WAS NOT ABLE TO FIND OUT ABOUT THEIR RELATIVES. 
END SUMMARY. 

1 . ALICIA CISNEROS DE ZELAYANDIA, MOTHER OF JORGE LUIS 
ZELAYANDIA, AND TRANSITO NUESO CORDOBA DE RAMIREZ, MOTHER OF 
LIL MILAGRO, DROPPED BY THE EMBASSY ON JANUARY 24. 

THEY WANTED TO ASK IF THE EMBASSY, INCLUDING ITS "INTELLIGENCE 
SERVICE", COULD FIND OUT ANYTHING ABOUT THEIR DETAINED RELATIVES. 
THEY ALSO ASKED IF A TRIP TO THE U.S. TO TALK WITH 
CONGRESSMEN MIGHT HELP THEM TO AID THEIR DETAINED 
RELATIVES. THEY STATED THAT THEY WERE SPEAKING NOT 
ONLY ON BEHALF OF THEMESELVES, BUT ALSO THE "COMMITTEE 
OF MOTHERS AND FAMILIES OF POLITICAL PRISONERS AND 
DISAPPEARED PERSONS OF EL SALVADOR" (HEREINAFTER 
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REFERRED TO AS "MOTHERS' COMMITTEE). THE COMMITTEE IS 
SUPPOSED TO BE MADE UP OF RELATIVES OF PERSONS ALLLEGEDLY 
HELD BY THE GOES. (THE COMMITTEE WAS ONLY RECENTLY 
FORMED, ITS FIRST ACTION HAVING BEEN TO PRESENT A 
PETITION TO THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ON BEHALF OF DETAINED 
PERSONS ON DECEMBER 6, 1977. THE COMMITTEE ALSO MET 
WITH CONGRESSMAN DRINAN ON HIS RECENT VISIT.) 
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2. EMBOFF REPLIED THAT EMBASSY HAD NO BETTER INFORMTION 
ON THE STATUS OF PRISONERS THAN THE COMMITTEE ITSELF 

AND SAID THAT HE WAS IN NO POSITION TO JUDGE WHETHER A TRIP 
TO THE U.S. MIGHT PROVE BENEFICIAL. EMBOFF ASKED IF THEY 
HAD TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF THE "HABEAS CORPUS" PROVISIONS 
PROVIDED UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF EL SALVADOR. THEY 
REPLIED THEY HAD BUT TO NO AVAIL. EMBOFF ASKED IF THEY HAD 
NOT BEEN ABLE TO PRESENT THEIR CASE TO THE INTER-AMERICAN 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION ON ITS RECENT VISIT TO EL SALVADOR. 

3. ZELAYANDIA AND RAMIREZ REPLIED THAT THEY AND OTHER 
MEMBERS OF THE MOTHERS' COMMITTE HAD MET WITH THE COMMISSION 
VITHOUT DIFFICULTY AND HAD PRESENTED IT WITH NUMEROUS 
DOCUMENTS. HOWEVER, THEY SAID THE COMMISSIONHAD NOT 

BEEN ABLE TO FIND OUT ANYTHING ABOUT THEIR RELATIVES 
ON ITS VISITS TO DETENTION FACILITIES SINCE.THE TWO REL- 
ATIVES CLAIMED, THE GOES HAD MOVED THE DETAINEES TO OTHER LOC- 
ATIONS. THEY SAID THEY HAD HEARD RUMORS TO THE EFFECT THAT THE 
DETAINEES WERE MOVED TO INSANE ASYLUMS AND EVEN A 
BORDER TOWN IN NICARAGUA. IT WAS FOR THIS REASON 
THEY WERE AKSING FOR EMBASSY ASSISTANCE IN FINDING OUT 
WHEREABOUTS OF THEIR RELATIVES. 

4. EMBOFF REITERATED AGAIN THAT THE EMBASSY HAD NO SUCH 
INFORMATION AND ASKED ABOUT THE COMMITTEE S ESTIMATE OF 
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NUMBER OF PEOPLE ALLEGEDLY DETAINED BY THE GOES. ZELAYANDIA 
AND RAMIREZ SAID THEY THOUGHT THE NUMBER WAS NINETY (90) 

AND THAT THE FIGURE MIGHT BE HIGHER SINCE MORE RELATIVES OF 
ALLEGEDLY DETAINED PERSONS WERE COMING FORWARD AS THEY 
HEARD ABOUT THE MOTHERS' COMMITTEE. 

DEVINE 
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